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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



rnational application No. 

PCT/JP00/04303 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages _ 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

j j the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

1 1 The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I 1 the claims. Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70 J 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 2-2639, B (Matsushita Electric Industrial 



Document 2 



Co., Ltd.), January 18, 1990 (18.01.90) 
JP, 11-57761, A (Nishimura Sangyo K.K.), 
March 2, 1999 (02.03.99) 



Concerning Claim 1 

Document 1 discloses an apparatus for treating organic 
garbage comprising a disposer for pulverising the garbage, 
a filter that collects the pulverised garbage and 
separates the solids from the liquid, a device that 
anaerobically ferments the separated solid matter, and a 
device which aerobically treats the liquid matter. 
Moreover, in the fourth tank of the treatment apparatus 
disclosed in Document 2, a trickling conduit (6) is 
provided which allows the waste water being treated to 
flow evenly and this is functionally equivalent to the 
split-flow device of the present invention. 

The invention set forth in Claim 1 merely combines the 
inventions disclosed in Documents 1 and 2 and since these 
inventions aim to solve the same problem, combining them 
would not pose any difficulty. 

Claims 2 to 13 
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Document 2 discloses an apparatus for treating organic 
matter contained "in >^a liquid in a treatment tank that is 
filled with a microorganism carrier. The micro-organism 
carrier fills a breathable container, the treatment tank 
comprises a plurality of these breathable containers 
compiled on top of one another (paragraph 0038) and a 
plurality of carrier layers with differing particles 
diameters (paragraphs 0036, 0037) . 

The invention set forth in Claims 2 to 6 merely 
combines the inventions disclosed in Documents 1 and 2 and 
this cannot be classified as a special technical feature* 

The feature of setting the ratio of the diameters of 
micro-organism carriers with differing average particle 
diameters within a suitable range and the feature of 
making the breathable container a mesh basket or a bisque 
container would be easily derived by a person skilled in 
the art. 
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(57) Abstract: An apparatus for treating garbage, characterized as having a flow rate controlling tank for storing temporarily a 
mixture of a garbage having been pulverized by a disposer with a kitchen waste water, a solid-liquid separating device for separating 
the mixture supplied from the flow rate controlling vessel into a solid part and a liquid part, a composting facility for converting the 
solid part separated by the solid-liquid separating device into a compost, a precipitation-separation tank for precipitating fine particles 
in the liquid part supplied from the solid-liquid separating device, a split-flow device for distributing a liquid part supplied from the 
precipitation-separation tank, and a waste water treating device for subjecting a liquid part supplied from the split-flow device to a 
biological treatment to thereby obtain a treated water. The apparatus for treating garbage can be used for treating a mixture from a 
disposer with good efficiency. 
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